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21 MEASURES OF A SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY FOR THE 215T CENTURY

Social
Equity

The UK government adopted the principle
of sustainable development when it signed
up to the treaties at the Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro in 1992, In 1994 it produced
strategies on how it would implement those
treaties. It is now over five years since
those treaties were signed. What prog;

has been made in that time? Is thE“Uﬁl li:bw

Local Agenda 21 is th ;
tion of sustainable deve!?ﬁ'
is led by the Local Authorit
tors of the community, frofr
central government, have maj e

play. This is particularly true'in Northern
Ireland where central g¢ ﬁ@' iment takes on
many of the functions asmgned to the local

authorities elsewhere in the UK. It is useful

Environmental
Stewardship

Sustainable
Development

Economic
Opportunity

but not sufficient to know how other re-
gions of the w Qg or of the UK are pro-

gressing in prolgl?
rnent

ng sustainable develop-
We alsn*need to know how we in

n g%m doing.

ip thhes
_:Q}ne kgav } i issess progress on
\'su s;@i bility ) look at changes in a
ran  of area 2t ﬁs only by knowing how
mﬁ e dplng that we can determine areas
K r ufe action. Accordingly, we have

sted a set nf Indicators of Sustainable
They
Icuk at progress in the three main areas of
sustainable development; the environment,
society and the economy; and try to de-
termine whether we are moving towards
or away from sustainability.

We have selected data in 21 areas which we feel meet the criteria for good

indicators; that they are quantifiable,
Unfortunately,
selected are not perfect,

MNorthern reland

Ervironment Link &

robust,

appropriate data are not always available.

but they area a starting point.
selection of these indicators and a summar

relevant and easily understood.
The ones we have
Included here is a
of the others.

Sustainable Northern
Ireland Programme
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bb b ° Number of pollution incidents

b
" WATER POLLUTION i» recent years , '

there has been a rise in the number of
recorded pollution incidents throughout
Northern Ireland, leading to a decline in the
nurmber of rivers officially classed as 'Good’
or Very Good'.

ROAD SAFETY

Over recent years progress has been made in reducing the

number of fatal and serious injury accidents on our roads. |,

(Il v Hidden in the figures is the vulnerability of pedestrians and |

\ cyclists who make up a third of all casualties on the roads. &%
There is also a dlspmpcrhonate Ievel of young and elderly

:1 1 —
\. EDUCATION' |

%, Northemn Ireland the |i!
proportion of school leavers
with two or more GCE ‘A’ |}
levels has steadily increased ]i
over recent years. At the [
same time the proportion of
school leavers with no
gualifications has fallen

P weekly

} household
waste

consistently. Addressing | |

educational disparity |I'

between different income |/
VMSTE Northern Ireland produces twice as much groups should become a | |
household waste as the rest of the UK. A key factor is priority within a sustainable "

the low level of recycling; only 21% of the population society.

of Northern Ireland regularly returns waste for
recycling compared to 35% in Great Britain. It is
estimated that at least 50% of all household waste is
potentially recyclable. y




' Over the past 25 years considerable improvement has been made to the quality
‘ H ll “Sl" E of the housing stock throughout Northern Ireland, largely due to the work of the

Northern Ireland Housing Executive. Recent figures state that the level of
unfitness in the local housing stock (7.5%) is comparable to the rest of the UK (6%), though regional
variations exist.

1974
A One in 5 unfit

FAMILY EXPENDITURE

Over the |ast _ﬁve years the percentage of family expenditure put
towards essential services such as shelter, heat, food and clothing has %
fallen to a similiar level to the rest of the UK. '

I’ﬂ“ﬂ“ Income support in MNorthem Ireland has

increased throughout the 1990's to almost 14 cases per 1000
of the population. Incidences of poverty and deprivation vary
considerably between different geographical areas.
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